Kick out Saudi ambassador: Day 
 
OTTAWA - The Opposition says Canada needs to get tougher with Saudi Arabia over the treatment of William Sampson, who spent nearly three years in a Saudi jail. 
Canadian Alliance foreign affairs critic Stockwell Day said on Wednesday that Ottawa should kick the Saudi ambassador out of the country and demand an apology. 

Sampson was released last month after being convicted and sentenced to death on a charge of murder. He was accused of being involved in a series of deadly car bombs. 

He says that during his imprisonment he was tortured nearly every day. 

The Saudis deny mistreating him. 

Day says that Sampson's case represents a pattern of soft diplomacy from Ottawa when citizens are in trouble in Middle Eastern countries. He cited the killing of journalist Zahra Kazemi in Iran, and the trial of Bruce Balfour in Lebanon. 

Balfour was released from Lebanon last week after being acquitted of charges he was an Israeli spy. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham said the government will make it clear to the Saudis that the Sampson case will not go away, and that Canada is not happy. 

"We'll be raising this with the Saudi government as I said and we'll be dealing with them and talking to them about the need for international standards and the respect for international standards," he said. 

But he said keeping the diplomatic channels open is important, and rejected any call to expel the Saudi ambassador. 

Day says being tough doesn't mean cutting off the diplomatic relationship. "It's saying we want the relationship to continue, but we want it to continue on our terms, on terms that respect human rights," he said. 

Being soft with Mideast countries is viewed as weakness, Day said. 

