Centuries of tradition hounded out

A tradition enjoyed by Borderers for centuries has officially been made illegal.  Businesses are on the brink of economic decline, tourism operators stand to lose a bulk of their trade to Ireland, hounds face the death penalty… and all for the sake of the fox.

Scottish Ministers voted 83-36 to outlaw mounted fox hunting earlier this year, and despite campaigns to overturn the ban, the Scottish Court of Session in Edinburgh ruled that the Bill be enforced as of last Thursday.
Judge Lord Nimmo Smith rejected claims from a nine-strong team that the new Protection of Wild Mammals (Scotland) Act impinged on their rural livelihoods.  However, local residents and hunt members believe the Scottish Executive had no reason to interfere with their country way of life.

Captain Gerald Maitland Carew, chairman of the Lauderdale Hunt for 20 years until last year, described Wednesday’s verdict as a “very sad day for sport in Scotland.”  He failed to see how a ban on “one of our great traditions” would help protect the fox and feared the impact it would have on the region’s hunting fraternity.

“There are a great number of people around Lauderdale and the Borders who enjoy hunting,” he said.  “It’s one of their pastimes and it holds the community together.”  Local vet Ewan Cameron, Master of the Hunt until April 30 this year, expects his practice will feel the impact of the ban, but was ever more concerned about the handling of the issue by MSPs.

He said: “It is a great pity that the Scottish Executive have made it their business to ban something that has been going on in this area for centuries and which has great local demand and attracts visitors to the region.
“I don’t think we needed any interference from them.  They don’t understand what’s involved at all and they never made it their business to find out.  They voted on instinctive prejudice.”  The SNP is said to have turned its back on rallying pro-hunt campaigners in Inverness, while only one out of 55 Labour MSPs turned out to listen to their case at George IV Bridge at the Scottish Parliament Headquarters in Edinburgh.

Mr. Cameron said: “I can understand people being wary of it (fox hunting), but it is the way the Scottish Executive has gone about it and he way they have behaved.  “They set up a special advisory group and then ignored its recommendation.  And if they do that with every issue then that raises big worries.”

Eileen Orr, Regional Director of the Borders Countryside Alliance branch, said: “They don’t know what they have done.  “The Borders is known all over the world as the best place to buy a hunting horse, and when you look at the trainers and point-to-pointers from this area, the likes of your Ian Starks, a top three-day-eventer, all that is interlinked and it will be lost and moved to Ireland.”
