Japanese Right-wingers go against the current

In August when the sun is shining fiercely all over the world, in Japan, however, there is spasmodic cold current that sweeps over the islands there, a chilly verdict-reversing wind coming against the trend keeps descending upon neighboring countries, which chills the hearts of people. 

On August 1, two conservative newspapers of Japan -- Yomiuri Shimbun and Sankei Shimbun -- simultaneously published a whole page of advertisement under the following headline: On August 15 that marks the 60th anniversary of the conclusion of the war, let's gather together in the Yasukuni Shrine to hold a 200,000-strong worshipping activity. The advertisement requests that Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi who has been visiting the Shrine four times "can continue to pay homage there this year". The sponsor is an organization called "let's all come to visit the Yasukuni Shrine". 

In response, on August 2, the "Japan Diet Member Forum" and four other organizations, including one with 355 Diet members, all stepped forward to join in the chorus and issued a joint statement, urging Koizumi to pay homage to the Shrine in "a solemn fashion" on the very day of August 15. The aforesaid organizations all raised the slogans "Not yielding to foreign pressure", "Allow of no interference from outsiders and foreign countries". The notorious governor of Tokyo Shintaro Ishihara, again wags his tongue in the advertisement, he not only asks Koizumi to visit the Shrine on August 15, but also has the impudence to prettify war criminals, asserting that they (Japanese aggressors who died in battles) "bravely laid down their lives for defending the homeland and for Japan's prosperity". 

Not long ago, Japan's Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) examined and approved the middle school history textbook that tampers with history, whitewashes aggression and denies the Nanjing Massacre and other crimes. This history-distorting textbook was recently approved by the Tokyo Education Committee and used in the middle schools and disabled persons' schools under its jurisdiction. Japan's minister of MEXT Nariaki Nakayama shamelessly declared, "At that time there was no such term as 'comfort women with the army' and it is wrong for something non-existent to appear in the textbook. It is a good thing to delete erroneous things from the textbook, and this should be affirmed." 

The arrogance shown in the reactionary countercurrent of the Japanese political circle is really incomprehensible and astounding. Because this year marks the 60th anniversary of the victory of the world anti-fascist war, activities to rethink and mourn the victims are held in all parts of the world, at which participants all denounced and criticized the war crimes committed by fascists in those years. Just at this moment, Japan, the initiator of World War II in the East, is seldom seen expressing its sincere reflections on and earnest penitence for launching the war; it is also difficult to hear it express its sympathy with and apologies to the victims (the victims' claims for compensations were often rejected by Japanese courts); now it goes so far as to act perversely, challenge international justice featuring the intuitive knowledge of humanity, and have the front to ask Japanese prime minister and the general public to worship war criminals. 

People notice that on August 2, Japan's House of Representatives passed a "resolution on the 60th anniversary of the end of the war", which once again falters out the words "deep regret" over the "suffering" brought on the people of various Asian countries. But compared with its resolution of 10 years ago, the present resolution deletes the words "colonial rule" and "aggressive war" that clearly define the nature of the war. This makes people doubt the sincerity of its apologies. People remember that the Jakarta Summit Meeting of Asian-African Countries held not long ago. Didn't Koizumi repeat the apology expressed by former prime minister Tomiichi Murayama? However, precisely on the same day when he gave his apology, over 80 cabinet ministers and Diet members visited the Yasukuni Shrine. For this, people have reasons to query: Can a country, that whitewashes and tampers with its history of aggression, a country, which is indifferent to and contemptuous of the feelings of the people of victimized countries, become a responsible permanent member of the Security Council of the United Nations? 

